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In  a  presidenrs  footsteps 

Downtown  plaques  a  window  to  Lincoln's  everyday  life 


By  JOHN  REYNOLDS 

STAFF  WRITER 

When  Abraham  Lincoln 
bought  a  new  carriage  In  1852,  ll 
took  him  only  a  short  Ume  to  re- 
alize that  he  had  ended  up  with 
the  19lh-ctntuiy  equivalent  ofa 

The  future  president  reUjrned 
the  coach  for  repairs,  which  ap- 
parently weren't  done  to  his  satis- 
faction. So,  one  day  afler  picking 
up  the  repaired  coach  from  a 
Springfield  business  between 
Sbtth  and  SevenUi  streets  on  the 
north  side  of  Monroe  Street,  he 
was  back  at  the  shop  to  exchange 
the  carriage. 

The  story  of  Lincoln's  carriage 
is  told  In  detail  on  one  of  33  Inler- 
pretive  exhibits  that  are  scaUered 
throughout  downtown  Spring- 
field as  part  of  the  -Here  1  Have 
Lived"  program. 

The  exhibits  are  on  large 
plaques  that  can  be  viewed  while 

su-eels.  In  most  cases,  die  ex- 
hibits tell  about  a  building  that 
used  to  exist  nearby  and  Its  con- 
necdon  to  Lincoln.  The  exhibits 
feature  text,  photos  and  iUustra- 


I  ««!,:__  *_.  I  :^«>l_  lnn«»:,.n«  The  33  exhibit matlters a;rtantly  insl 
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from  Lincoln 
Springfield. 

Nicky  Stratton.  director  of  the 
Looking  for  Lincoln  Heritage  Pro- 
gram, which  Joined  widi  the  dly 

Lincoln's  Springfield. 
"So  much  of  the  original  fabric 

Lincoln  lived  hete  Is  gone,'  Su^al- 


it  Springfield  was 
in  was  waildng 

Some  exhibits  deal  with  Lin- 
coln's family:  others  point  out 
businesses  the  future  president 
visited.  Other  portions  of  the  ex- 
hibits tell  about  everyday  life  In 
the  mld-19th  century. 

•We  are  telling  the  sort  of  anec- 
dotal tilings  that  make,  we  hope, 
the  walk  interesting."  Stratton 
said. 

The  following  33  exhibits  are 


*  SIIVEON  FRANCIS  HOME 

(rail  panel  on  Six di  Street  be- 
tween Washington  and  Jefferson 
streets).  Abraham  Lincoln  had  an 
ally  In  Simeon  Francis,  editor  of 
the  Illinois  Slate  Journal  ftom 
1831  to  1855.  Uncoln  and  Mary 
Todd  also  had  secret  trysts  In  the 
parlor  of  the  Francis  home  near 
thlsspoL 

♦  THE  BAU  ALLEY  (light  pole 
on  Sbith  Street  between  Wash- 
ington and  Jefferson  streets).  In 
1860.  during  the  Repuhltean  con- 


played  fives  —  an  early  version  c 
handball  —  near  this  spot 

♦  FOUR  STREETSCAPE  EX- 
HIEITS'on  the  Old  Capitol  Plaza 
(each  of  the  four  principal  cor- 
ners of  the  plaza).  These  four  ex 


ornce  (1Q9  N.  Fifth  St.),  Before 
he  moved  to  Springfield,  Lincoln 
borrowed  books  from  John  Todd 
Stuart,  and  the  two  later  opened  a 


HAH  (light  pole  on  Washington 
Street  between  Fourth  and  Filth 
streets).  A  billiard  hall  opened 
near  dils  spot  In  1860.  A  second 
story  on  the  exhibit  tells  that  Lin- 
coln enjoyed  a  good  game  of  bil- 
liards. 

♦  CHENERY  HOUSE  (first 
streetscape  lamppost  on  Wash- 
ington Street  east  of  Fourth 
Street,  south  sWe  of  street).  Lin- 


Jewelry  Slore 

11.  George  Hall's 
Haberdashery 

12.  SIreelscape 
Images  1 

13.  Curran's  Jeweiery 

14.  Uncoin'3  DenlisI 

15.  Streetscape 


13,  SIreelscape 

Images  4 
19,  The  Lincoln  Boys' 


r  AND  UNCOLN  LAW        Ball  k 


L  IjxiWnfl  lOT  Uncoil  Hoitage  program 


became  one  of  Springfield's  pre- 
mier establishmenls. 

♦  GLOBE  TAVERN  (Adams 
Street  between  Thini  and  Fourth 
streets).  Newlyweds  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  Mary  Todd  first  lived 
In  the  Globe  Tavern  nearby. 

♦  CAMPAIGN  POLE  (light  pole 
on  north  side  of  Adams  Street  be- 
tween Fourth  and  Fifth  streets, 
center  of  block).  This  exhibit  tells 
of  political  campaigns  during  Lin- 
coln's time,  spedflcaUy,  cam- 
paign poles. 

♦  IlilNOtS  STATE  REGISTER 
office  (light  pole  on  north  side  of 
Adams  Street  between  Fourth 
and  Flfih  streets,  center  of  block). 
The  Illinois  Slate  Regisler,  a  De- 
mocratic paper,  moved  lis  ofiice 
to  Springfield  from  Vandalia 
when  the  seat  of  state  govern- 
ment changed  In  1839.  A  second 
story  on  the  exhibit  lells  of 
Charles  H,  Lanphier,  an  editor  of 
the  paper  and  major  critic  of  Lin- 


RING  (second  streetscape  lamp- 
post north  of  Adams  Street,  west 
side  of  Filth  Slreel).  Chatlerton's 
Jewelry  Store  Is  where  Lincoln  Is 
believed  to  have  bought  Mary's 
wedding  ring. 

♦  LINCOUfS  HAT  (second 
streetscape  lamppost  north  of 
Adams  Slreet,  west  side  of  Fifth 
Street).  George  Hall 
ery  shop,  located  near  dils  exhib- 
it. Is  said  to  have  made  one  of  die 
stovepipe  hats  Lincoln  wore, 

♦  CURfiAN-S  JEWELRY  SHOP 
(light  pole  west  of  stairwell  buUd- 
Ing  on  the  Old  CapUol  Plaza). 
Curran's  Jewelry  Shop  was  a 
hangout  for  Lincoln  opponents. 

♦  LINCOLVS  DENTIST  (light 
pole  west  of  die  stairwell  building 
on  die  Old  Capitol  Plaza),  This 
exhibit  marks  the  spot  of  die  den- 
list's  office  Lincoln  vislled  and  de- 
scribes oral  hygiene  In  die  1850s. 

♦  SAMUEL  S.  BALL'S  BATH 
AND  BARBER  SHOP  (light  pole 
near  Prairie  Archives  bookstore. 
Old  Capilol  Plaza),  The  Rev,  S.  S. 


Epringfieid 
20.  The  Uncoina  in 

Springfield  Prime 
21.Uncoin's 

Springfield 

22.  Billy  the  Sadler 

23.  Lincoln-era  Fire 
Companies 

24.  Baplist 
ChurctvLyceum 

25.  Sixth  Slreei 
Political  Flaliies 

26.  Sixth  Si7eel  Wide 

27.  lasORspubilcan 
Wigwam/Arsenai 

2B.  Lincoln's  Caniaga 


29.  Lrctiia 

30.  Lincoln's  Horse 

31.  Mat/s  Family 

32.  Uncoln  &  Children 
Library  Site 

33.  Virgil  Hckox  Home 

ttwTlie  Slate  Joymjl-Re^er 


E  (east  end  of 
Old  Capitol  Plaza,  interpreting 
the  Lincoln  family  statue  group). 
This  exhibit  deals  with  Lincoln's 
return  to  politics  following  a  five- 


he  moved  to  Springfield  In  1837, 

♦  WILUAM  FLORVILLrs  BAR- 
BER SHOP  (light  pole  on  north 
side  of  Adams  Street  between 
Sixth  and  Sevendi  streets).  Lincoln 
regulariy  visiled  Billy  Florville's 
barbershop.  Barbering  was  closely 
Idendfied  widi  AfricaivAmericans 
in  Lincoln's  dme. 

♦  LINCOLN.ERA  FIRE  CO«V«- 
NIES  (light  pole  on  north  side  of 
Adams  Su-eet  between  Sbith  and 
Sevendi  streets).  An  1858  fire 
caused  extensive  damage  near 
dilsexhlblL 

♦  THE  LYCElflW  (Se' 


Ltd.).  Lyceums  were  community 

aaUons  di 
tures,  debates  and  discussions. 
Lincoln  addressed  the  Young 
Men's  Lyceum  a  few  weeks  be- 
fore his  29  di  birdiday. 

♦  POLmCAL  RALUE5  AND  PA- 
RADES (second  streetscape  lamp- 
west  side  of  Sbrth  Slreet).  PollU- 
cal  rallies  In  Lincoln's  day  were  a 

community  enlenalnment. 

♦  WIDE  AWAKES  (same  loca- 
Uon  as  polldcal  rallies).  Wide 
Awakes  were  political  rallies  thai 
Included  marches  through  the 
city  streets. 


new5  of  the  end  of  the  Civil  War, 
joyous  citizens  decorated  Old 
Bob  with  flags  and  paraded  him 
through  town.  A  week  later.  Old 
Bob  was  In  Lincoln's  Springfield 
funeral  procession. 

♦  MARY  UNCOUrS  FAMLY 
(Lincoln  Library  column  at  Sev- 
enth Street  and  Capitol  Avenue). 
Mary  Todd  Lincoln's  family  came 
to  Springfield  In  1335  from  Ken- 
tucky. Three  of  Mary's  sisters,  an 
uncle  and  a  cousin  lived  within  a 
few  blocks  of  her. 

♦  THE  CHILOREM^  URICOLN 
(Lincoln  Library  column  at  Sev- 
enth Street  and  Capitol  Avenue). 
A  former  neighbor  said  Lincoln 
went  out  of  his  way  to  remember 


parly  for  a  Lincoln  son,  a  rare 
event  In  1857. 

♦  VIRGIL  HICKOX  HOftE  (rail 
exhibit  on  north  side  of  Capitol 
Avenue  facing  Norb  Andy's 
Tabarln).  Virgil  Hickox  was  one 
of  many  Springfield  residents 
who  disagreed  with  Lincoln's  pol- 
lUcs.  Stephen  Douglas"  last  letter, 
which  was  addressed  to  Htckox, 
helf>ed  cement  northern  suppwrt 
for  Lincoln  at  the  beginning  of 
the  Civil  War. 

Officials  with  the  Looking  For 
Lincoln  program  have  written 
text  and  Identified  possible  loca- 
tions for  nine  additional  exhibits. 
These  exhibits  have  not  yet  been 
Installed. 

iLin- 


itfie 


rear  of  his  barbershop  nearby.  A 
secondary  story  lells  of  bathing 
pracUces  in  Lincoln's  day. 

♦  CM,  m  S.  SMTH  STORE 
(light  pole  near  Prairie  Archives. 
Old  Capitol  Plaza).  Mary  Todd 
Lincoln  often  shopped  at  a  store 
near  this  exhlblL  President-elect 
Lincoln  also  used  the  back  room 
on  the  third  floor  of  the  store  to 
work  on  his  first  Inaugural  ad- 

♦  THE  LINCOLN  BOYS  IN  1IM 

(Old  Capitol  Pla2a.  east  of  venU- 
laUng  building,  west  side).  Lin- 
coln's chUdren  had  a  very  differ- 
ent experience  growing  up  In 
Springfield  than  their  father  did 


(Federal  Building.  Sixth  and 
Monroe  streets).  This  exhibit 
marks  the  site  of  the  Republicar 
Wigwam  for  the  1860  elecUon. 
Wigwams,  which  were  reminis- 
cent of  the  log  cabins  from  the 
1840  campaign,  were  symbols  c 
the  young  Republican  Party's 
vigor. 
"      ♦  UNCOUrS  CARRIAGE 
MAKER  (Seventh  Street  south  o 
Monroe  Slreet).  Lincoln  pur- 
chased a  carriage  from  Obed 
Lewis'  shop,  which  stood  near 
thisexhlblL  ^ 

L-    ♦  LINCOLN  AND  ANIMALS  (rail 
exhibit  on  north  side  of  Capitol 
Avenue  between  Lincoln  Library 
and  parking  garage,  facing  Lin- 
coln Home  neighborhood).  Lin- 

had  been  blown  out  of  their  nest, 
then  spent  the  better  part  of  an 

could  return  the  birds  to  their 

♦  UNCOLN^  HORSE  (Lincoln 
Library  column  on  Capllol  Av- 
enue, west  face  near  east  end  of 
Library).  When  Uncoln  moved  lo 
Washington,  he  left  his  horse,  Old 
Bob,  In  Springfield.  Upon  hearing 


♦  COOK'S  HALL  (Dlinois  build- 
ing between  Adams  and  Wash- 
ington streets). 


STORE  (UUnols  Building  between 
Adams  and  Washington  streets). 

♦  JOSHUA  SPEED  STORE 
{southwest  corner  of  Fifth  and 
Washington  streets). 

♦  LINCOLWS  LAST  LAW  OF- 
Fk:e  (west  side  of  Sixth  Street 
near  Washington  Slreet). 

♦  MASONIC  HALL  (northwest 
comer  of  Fifth  and  Monroe 

♦  LEAPING  LINCOLN  (south- 
west corner  of  Fiflh  and  Monroe 
streets). 

♦  LINCOLN^  INVENTION  (Old 
Stale  Capitol  Plaza,  east  of  venti- 
lation building,  south  side). 

Looking  for  Lincoln  ofTlclals 
have  identified  30  additional  sites 
as  locations  for  possible  future 
exhibits.  They  have  not  written 
texts  for  those  exhibits. 
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